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The	
  Tourism	
  Narra-ve	
  in	
  Greenland	
  

•  A	
  narra:ve	
  is	
  an	
  angled	
  
perspec:v	
  on	
  history	
  or	
  events	
  	
  

•  Many	
  narra:ves	
  of	
  Greenlands	
  
culture	
  
–  Before:	
  Post-­‐colonial	
  iden:ty	
  
–  Clime	
  debate	
  =)	
  Growing	
  
enviromental	
  self	
  
consiousness	
  

–  Selfgoverment	
  =)	
  
Greenlanders	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
world	
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Who	
  are	
  we?	
  

Groenlandica	
  	
  
is	
  a	
  non	
  profit	
  organiza:on	
  
dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  development	
  	
  
of	
  Greenlandic/Danish	
  cultural	
  
Tourism	
  
-­‐	
  Related	
  to	
  a	
  founda:on	
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Background	
  

•  During	
  2010/11	
  a	
  project	
  
was	
  launched	
  	
  

•  Permanent	
  exhibi:on	
  in	
  the	
  
Greenland	
  Ins:tute	
  of	
  
Natural	
  Resources	
  in	
  Nuuk	
  

•  Telling	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  the	
  	
  
publica:on	
  of	
  the	
  book	
  	
  
Fauna	
  Groenlandica	
  	
  

•  Scheduled	
  to	
  open	
  early	
  
2012	
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•  Need	
  of	
  coordina:on	
  between	
  
sectors	
  and	
  organisa:ons	
  	
  	
  

•  Need	
  of	
  promo:on	
  of	
  Greenland	
  
to	
  poten:al	
  tourists	
  	
  

•  Because	
  toursime	
  got	
  money	
  and	
  
need	
  culture	
  and	
  the	
  opposite	
  	
  

•  Tendency:	
  Cultur	
  has	
  become	
  
drummdance,	
  kaffemik	
  and	
  
ar:fact	
  

•  Need	
  of	
  differen:a:on	
  (local	
  
stay/tourists	
  travels)	
  

•  Need	
  of	
  good	
  storylines	
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In	
  need	
  of	
  a	
  narra:ve	
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A	
  Greenlandic/Danish	
  	
  
Heritage	
  Narra-ve	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

•  But	
  how	
  can	
  a	
  book	
  from	
  1780	
  
holds	
  the	
  poten:al	
  for	
  a	
  
meaningful	
  and	
  
relevant	
  experience	
  for	
  the	
  cultural	
  
tourist	
  market	
  segment?	
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Inspira:on	
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Route	
  of	
  walking	
  and	
  cultural	
  tourism	
  

Digetal	
  journey	
  through	
  the	
  history	
  
of	
  the	
  world	
  
100	
  objects	
  
Hundreds	
  of	
  museums	
  and	
  
organisa:ons	
  have	
  added	
  

h_p://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoaheworld/
explorerflash/?:meregion=7	
  



A	
  Greenlandic/Danish	
  	
  
Heritage	
  Narra-ve	
  

•  Groenlandica:	
  The	
  history	
  of	
  a	
  young	
  
priest	
  that	
  lea	
  the	
  colony	
  for	
  living	
  3	
  
years	
  with	
  the	
  inuits	
  to	
  study	
  nature	
  

•  First	
  compendium	
  of	
  all	
  animal	
  life	
  in	
  
Greenland	
  	
  (of	
  which	
  130	
  unknown)	
  

•  Used	
  by	
  scien:sts	
  :ll	
  late	
  20th	
  century	
  

•  First	
  anthropological	
  fieldwork	
  and	
  
descrip:on	
  of	
  inuit	
  hun:ng	
  and	
  
behaviour	
  	
  

•  Historical	
  documenta:on	
  of	
  cross	
  
cultural	
  contact	
  and	
  respected	
  	
  for	
  
inuits	
  	
  

•  Terms	
  of	
  arc:c	
  nature	
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Nature	
  science	
  
From	
  Homo	
  

Groenlandicus	
  :l	
  new	
  
science	
  

Cultural	
  and	
  scien:fic	
  heritage	
  	
  
Denmark/	
  Greenland	
  

Fauna	
  
	
  Groenlandica	
  

Learning	
  journey	
  
through	
  :me	
  and	
  

temes	
  
(educa:on)	
  	
  

Tourist	
  can	
  inde:fy	
  with	
  
a	
  young	
  ecologically	
  	
  
thinking	
  pioneer	
  

The	
  history	
  of	
  
Inuits	
  	
  

The	
  history	
  of	
  
european	
  in	
  
North	
  Atlan:c	
  	
  

The	
  narra-ve	
  
Fauna	
  

Groenlandica	
  



Different	
  kind	
  of	
  tourism	
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Eco	
  
Tourism

Nature	
  
Tourism

Adventure	
  
Tourism

Scientific	
  
Tourism

Responsible	
  
Tourism



What	
  is	
  the	
  key	
  a_ributes	
  associate	
  
with	
  Greenland?	
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There	
  to	
  go?-­‐	
  tourists	
  decisions	
  

•  800,000	
  cruise	
  tourists	
  pr.	
  year	
  pass	
  
through	
  Copenhagen	
  

•  700.000	
  consider	
  every	
  year	
  a	
  polar	
  
cruise	
  –	
  most	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  Southpoles	
  

•  Why	
  not	
  change	
  direc:on	
  and	
  go	
  to	
  
North	
  Atlan:c?	
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Stages	
  in	
  determining	
  and	
  building	
  the	
  
Greenlandic	
  narra:ve	
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Formula:ng	
  a	
  common	
  strategy	
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O
T
O

P
O
R
T
A
L

Broad Content Applied Content Cultural Tourist
National Geographic

Greenland National Museum

Greenland Nature Institute

National History Museum

Zoological Museum

University

Inuit Universe

Arctic Climatology

18th Century Science

Arctic Wildlife

Arctic Ecology

Greenland Spirituality

Websites
YouTube
Podcasts
Facebook

Distribution



Project	
  Timeline	
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•Scope	
  of	
  content
•Scope	
  of	
  project
•Scope	
  of	
  activities

Workshop

•Business	
  Plans
•Fundraising

Project	
  
Funding •Content	
  

development
•Information	
  
Design

Narrative

•Establish	
  
Secretariat
•Routes-­‐to-­‐market	
  
implementation

Delivery
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This	
  conference	
  
Perhaps	
  a	
  more	
  holis:c	
  perspec:ve?	
  

Fx.Terms	
  of	
  Arc:c	
  Nature	
  as	
  narra:ve	
  
	
  	
  
	
  

St	
  John	
  Canada	
  2011	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Groenlandica	
  Hanne	
  Fabricius	
  	
   17	
  

Goal:	
  Aggrega:ng	
  and	
  
communica:ng	
  the	
  Culture,	
  
Nature,	
  History	
  and	
  Heritage	
  
of	
  North	
  Atlan:c	
  	
  

• Fish	
  
• Sheeps	
  
• Music	
  
• Arcitecture	
  
• Etc.	
  



Terms	
  of	
  Arc:c	
  Nature	
  
	
  

•  Develop	
  a	
  common	
  Polar	
  
Cultural	
  and	
  Natural	
  
Tourist	
  Narra:ve	
  

•  Aggregate	
  mul:	
  Museum	
  
Content	
  and	
  Context	
  	
  

•  Inter-­‐Science	
  Outreach	
  
•  Create	
  a	
  historic	
  travelers	
  

journey	
  
•  Generate	
  Cultural	
  

Tourism	
  Revenue	
  
•  Share	
  knowledge	
  info	
  

effec:vely	
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Travel	
  
Organisations

Museums Cruise	
  
Ships

Research
Institutes

National	
  
Parks

Stakeholder
Channels

Contextualised
Aggregated

Content

Arctic	
  
Biodiversity

Exploration	
  
&	
  Discovery

Inuit	
  
Spirituality

North	
  
Atlantic	
  
Journeys

17th
Century	
  
Science

Communication
&	
  Distribution
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Intrested?	
  	
  


